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Firms using banks to finance investment (% of firms)
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Total Assets of Western and Asian Banks and Insurance Companies (in EUR bn)

Sources: DKA

Even though the total assets of the Asian banks 
and insurance companies are comparable to the 
Western ones, at the current stage they are still 
smaller. 

At the same time, there is a growing trend of the 
expansion of foreign financial institutions 
towards the East. Asian markets became ‘the 
second home’ for several banks from Europe and 
North America. 

Asia can contribute from both of those trends as 
they both can fuel the growing economy of the 
region.



Asia was the continent that recovered the 
fastest since the global financial crisis from 
2007-2008. The average growth rate of the 
Asian economies exceeded 6% in 2010 (which 
was more than double that of their Western 
counterparts). 

According to the data for 2019, Oriental 
countries are still leading the world in terms of 
economic development with a growth rate of 
more than 3%. Although, it seems that Eastern 
ascendence has slowed down for the moment, 
it is only because of the maturing of the 
Chinese economy while the other big players 
like India and Indonesia are still catching up 
and will surely raise that number.
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GDP per capita growth



Source:

“Measured in PPP terms, China has already surpassed the United States as the world's largest economy, while Asia as a whole represents 
about half of global GDP. The more Asian economies trade with one another, the better able they are to maintain low prices for goods.”             
                                                                            The Future is Asian p 9
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GDP (Purchasing power parity, 2016)
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Export between the Regions (billion USD)
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The graph shows the export within 
Asia is bigger than in the other 
regions. Despite political tensions in 
the region, the level of economic 
interconnections are very high in 
Asia. 

Growing trade and investment 
linkages in Asia help improve the 
region’s economic resilience to 
uncertainties in the global economic, 
trade environment.

Asia is leading a recovery in world 
trade that is helping the region to 
maintain strong growth momentum 
amid global economic turmoil. Asia’s 
continued integration and 
cooperation will underpin regional 
economic growth and financial 
resilience.

Source: UN 11Deep Knowledge Analytics

Export within the Regions (billion USD)



Civic liberties index 
characterizes the civic space 
where people can organise, 
participate and communicate 
with each other freely. Asian 
countries shows low 
performance on the path to 
democracy. Out of 25 
countries, four ― China, 
Vietnam, Laos and North 
Korea ― are rated “closed”, 
nine “repressed” and nine 
“obstructed” with Malaysia 
being one of them. Within the 
region, only Australia and 
New Zealand classified as full 
democracies last year.
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Civil Liberties by Regions



13Deep Knowledge Analytics Source: The Economist 

Regional Corruption Map



The regional average of the 
Corruption Perceptions Index 
(CPI) indicates a general 
stagnation in the Asia-Pacific 
region. Despite the presence 
of leaders such as Australia, 
New Zealand, Singapore, 
Hong Kong and Japan, the 
Asia-Pacific region has seen 
little progress in 
anti-corruption efforts or 
results. In addition, 
underperforming companies 
such as Afghanistan, North 
Korea and Cambodia 
continue to highlight the 
region's serious problems.
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Regional Corruption by Regions
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Functioning of Government



From the 2000 up to 2016 Asia 
region has made rapid progress 
in improving its standing in our 
global rankings. However, then 
the average score for the region 
decreased in 2017 and till now 
remains stagnant. The region of 
Asia is highly diverse in score^ it 
includes top-scoring countries 
in the global ranking, as New 
Zealand for example, and the 
countries from the bottom of 
the rank (out of 167 countries), 
as North Korea. For now, 
Australia and New Zealand only 
are ranked as ‘full democracies’, 
Japan and South Korea become 
very close to attaining this 
status. The region has two “full 
democracies”, twelve “flawed 
democracies”, five “hybrid 
regimes" and seven 
"authoritarian regimes".
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Functioning of Government by Regions



Improving of business 
environment is a major 
factor for increasing 
national and international 
investors to a country, that 
will be positively reflected 
in economic growth. While 
in poorly governed 
countries, high levels of 
corruption lead to tax 
evasion that could be used 
to finance productive public 
investment and social 
spending for the poor, a 
government that is socially 
accountable in delivering 
services and responsive to 
the needs of its citizens will 
ultimately create a 
democratic environment 
leading to inclusive growth 
and human development. 

17Deep Knowledge Analytics Source: 

Government Effectiveness and Economic Growth



GNI is the total amount of 
money earned by a nation's 
people and businesses. It is 
used to measure and track a 
nation's wealth from year to 
year. The number includes the 
nation's gross domestic 
product plus the income it 
receives from overseas 
sources.
From the chart on the left, the 
income inequality and the 
weakness of government 
economies across the region 
are clearly shown. Economic 
growth and performance are 
directly connected with the 
government’s political 
environment, civil liberties and 
the level of combating 
corruption.

18Deep Knowledge Analytics Source: The Economist 

Gross National Income



Export by Countries
As for 2018

The graph shows that export 
within Asia is much larger than 
other global regions and 
despite political tensions, the 
level of economic 
interconnectivity remains very 
high. The strengthening of the 
trade and investment links on 
the continent are improving the 
region’s resilience to 
uncertainties in the global trade 
environment. Asia’s fast 
recovery rate is helping it to 
maintain strong growth 
momentum amid the ongoing 
crisis and its continued 
integration and cooperation will 
underpin regional industrial and 
financial strength.

19Deep Knowledge Analytics Source: OEC

Trading and Cooperation Development



The Nominal GDP sector composition is 
very demonstrative data. 

In developed countries, that are 
advanced economies, the service sector, 
though classified as the third economic 
sector, contributes the most to GDP. They 
invest in information technology systems 
to improve the way businesses in the 
service sector operate. 

In developing countries, much of the 
African continent and Asian countries, 
the first economic sector, that covers 
agricultural business activities in the 
economy, is dominated with emphasis on 
the basic food-providing parts.
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Economic Power Distribution



The rapid industrialization that occured in the second half of the twentieth century led to a massive internal migration and urbanization of 
many East Asian countries. As a result, seven, out of the top ten largest cities in the world, are located on Asian soil with Tokyo (Japan) 
being in the first place and Delhi (India) trailing in the second. As the twenty-first century progresses we are likely to witness a much higher 
ranking for many of the regional urban areas.

Share of the population living in urban areas as estimated by the European Commission. The European Commission combines satellite 
imagery with national census data to derive urban and rural populations based on its own standardized definitions. Note that this result 
differs from UN figures which are based on nationally-defines urban definitions.

Share of people living in urban areas, 2015 (in %)

21Deep Knowledge Analytics Source: ourworldindata.org

Demographic Trends by Regions



Asia-Pacific region’s population 
totals more than 750 million, that 
can be compared with combined 
population of the whole Europe and 
the United States, and almost the 
half (45,5%) in the region lives in the 
urban areas. Seven of the ten most 
populous cities are located in Asia, 
that is: Tokyo, Delhi, Shanghai, 
Mumbai, Beijing, Dhaka and 
Kolkata. Megacities (>10 mln 
population) and metropolitan areas 
(1-10 mln population) are driving 
force of the regional and global 
economies, and they are home for 
11% and 29% of Asia’s urban 
population respectively. On the 
whole, urbanization enhances 
productivity and increases gross 
domestic product per head, thus, 
cities in the Asia-Pacific region has 
turned into a major source of 
economic strength. 

22Deep Knowledge Analytics

Demographic Trends: City population, 1950 to 2035
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Quality of Life Indices by Country In Asia
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M&A: Largest Acquiring Countries Worldwide 
Number of deals for selected countries in 2018



Future is Asian 25Deep Knowledge Analytics Source: The World Bank

Foreign Direct Investment (outflows in billion USD for selected countries in 2018) 



Future is Asian

“Asian businesspeople strut around the world as their passports gain more visa-free privileges. Singapore and Japan have overtaken 
Germany in Henley & Partners' "most powerful passports" index, South Korea also ranks ahead of most European nations, and Malaysia 
has nudged ahead of many European passports as well.”

The Future is Asian p 21

26Deep Knowledge Analytics Source: The Henley Passport Index, The Future is Asian

Most Powerful Passports (number of destinations that can be access without a prior visa)
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Growth Rates (April-July 2020) Wealth Per Industry
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Which Industry Boasts the Most Billionaire Wealth?



“According to the World Intellectual Property Organization's Global Innovation Index, Singapore and South Korea are two of the most competitive 
economies in the world, owing considerably to their deployment of technology in the workplace and their upskilling programs. In 2017, Samsung 
overtook Intel as the world's largest semiconductor supplier and edged out IBM for the most patents filed. In 2021, South Korea will open the 
International Science Business Belt in Daejeon, a complex encompassing eighteen universities, science parks, research centers, and a heavy ion 
accelerator.”

The Future is Asian p 194

28Deep Knowledge Analytics Source: The World Bank, The Future is Asian

Top Сountries by R&D Spending 
Leading countries by gross R&D expenditure worldwide in 2018 (in billion USD)
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Firms that spend on R&D (% of firms)
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Top patent applicants worldwide, 2008–2018
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Patent applications for the top 20 offices, 2019
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Energy Consumption (% from renewable sources in 2018)
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Number of Mobile Cellular Telephone (subscriptions per 100 inhabitants in 2018)
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