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The ‘Philanthropy and Impact Investing Ecosystem in Developing 
World Landscape Overview Q2 2022’ report, created by Deep 
Knowledge Philanthropy, provides an overview of the philanthropy 
space and its impact worldwide, by subsector and as a whole. The 
research focuses on the importance of philanthropy in 
economically and socially challenging times, its actors, key 
tendencies and projections, and the role of advanced technologies 
in solving global social problems.

The report discovers the landscape of philanthropy and impact 
investing, identifies important emphasis areas and solutions that 
help to improve people's lives and environmental condition, 
touching upon the philanthropy trajectory of developing countries 
and their potential. 

Artificial intelligence and machine learning, cryptocurrency and 
blockchain, robotics, augmented and virtual reality, and other 
advanced technologies are assisting in the rise of tech in 
philanthropy and the social sector, opening up new growth plans. 

The report presents an overview of philanthropy top entities - 
progressive startups, impactful nonprofits and investors.
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Philanthropy and Impact Investing Ecosystem in Developing World



Methodology

The report analyzes over 600 companies, 660 investors, and 
440 of the most influential nonprofit organisations.

Companies were categorised into 6 specific subsectors 
optimized from the UN Sustainable Goals. All the startups and 
corporations are directly or indirectly involved into impact 
activity, and intentionally invest to generate social and 
environmental impact alongside profits. 

The data on the main trends in the ‘Philanthropy and Impact 
Investing Ecosystem in Developing World Landscape Overview 
Q2 2022’ report has been aggregated from a variety of 
reputable and public data sources, including general and 
industry-specific databases, media and news reports, and 
conferences and government websites. While the information 
presented here is believed to be reliable, the authors make no 
representation as to the accuracy or completeness of its 
constituent materials, information, and data.

Industry
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Industry 
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Reviews
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Available 
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Descriptive
Analysis

Comparative 
Analysis

Qualitative Data 
Collection

Mixed Data 
Research

SWOT 
Analysis

Data 
Filtering

Applied Research and Analytics Methods

Relying on various research methods and analytic techniques, the 
analytical report provides a comprehensive overview of the 
Philanthropy and Impact Investing Industries. This approach has 
certain limitations, especially when using publicly available data 
sources and conducting secondary research. Deep Knowledge 
Philanthropy is not responsible for the quality of the secondary 
data presented herein; however, we do our best to eliminate risks 
by using different analytic techniques and cross-checking data.

Approach
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Methodology and Approach
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Executive Summary

Philanthropy refers to charitable acts or other good works, such as 
volunteering time and efforts that help others or contribute to the 
well-being of society as a whole. This decade sees philanthropy as a key 
point. The evolving geopolitical landscape, the rapid creation of new 
wealth, and a greater awareness of how philanthropy can bring about 
social change have already led to exciting innovation and new thinking. 
This affects approaches to giving and social responsibility around the 
world.

DeepTech is one of the main drivers in the social sector. DeepTech’s 
‘profound enabling power’ has the potential to bring about real change. It 
harnesses cutting-edge technologies to create tangible societal shifts, 
and never has it been more relevant. The COVID-19 pandemic, the 
urgency of the climate crisis, and the rapid expansion of global 
populations have added strain on fragile systems, and it is these 
fundamentals that DeepTech is designed to address.

Moreover, Deep Technologies are also called upon to solve global 
problems. Among such problems are food loss and waist, global hunger, 
environmental problems, public health issues, poverty, etc.

Over the last decade, philanthropists have become more 
influence-oriented, seeking to set clear goals and gather evidence of 
influence. Cooperation has grown - and the growth of public-private 
partnerships is seen. 

Under the influence of the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), people are focusing more on issues than on the ground, 
and an increase in big-ticket-donors is observed. At the same time, 
philanthropy is becoming more accessible to the general public and 
growing interest in climate change and biodiversity.

Sources: Media Overview, Deep Knowledge Philanthropy
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Nonprofit Organisations

Companies

Energy-Saving and 
Renewable Energy Food Technologies

Philanthropy and Impact Investing Ecosystem 
in Developing World Framework

Investors

Healthcare and Support Financial Inclusion

Sustainable Development Nature and Climate 
Protection

NGOs Charities

Legal Services & 
Advocacy

Humanitarian Aid

Education, Culture & 
Sport

Community Development

Sustainability, Nature and 
Environment Healthcare & Security

Agriculture Business, Finance & 
Economics

Sources: Deep Knowledge Philanthropy
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Philanthropy Startups by Region*
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Asia and Pacific
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Sources: Deep Knowledge Philanthropy

*Not all companies logo are presented, the companies presented have the highest funding amounts per region



8Deep Knowledge Philanthropy

Companies Funding in 2022

Total Funding Amount of Companies by Subsector Total Funding Amount by Region and Number of Companies 

As of May 2022, the total funding of Philanthropy companies reached $150B globally. Being the largest category by the number of companies, 
Financial Inclusion is also leading by the total funding amount, which is reaching almost $50B. 

North America is the undisputed leader by funding, with total value at $102.5B. With nearly equal number of companies in Europe and Asia & Pacific 
regions, funding in Europe is almost four times larger.
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Funding Status of Philanthropy Companies in 2022

Companies Share by Funding Status Companies Breakdown by Subsector and Funding Status

Given the funding status of companies in the philanthropy ecosystem, IPO is the major type, comprising almost a half of the general quantity. 
Subsector-wise, the funding status structure of companies is very differentiated. Notably, IPO is the main status for five out of six subsectors, 
accounting for 43-82%, depending on subsector. Nature and Climate Protection is an exception, for which Seed stage (48%) and Early Stage Venture 
(39%) are leading.
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Investors Overview

Distribution of Investors by Region, 2022

As a global investment hub, North America is extremely active in financing companies from Philanthropy and Impact Investing Ecosystem, with a 
share of 52.1% in total number of investors, including powerful accelerators like Y Combinator, Techstars, MassChallenge, 500 Startups, SOSV, and 
others. The Asia & Pacific region is the second largest by investors quantity with 17.8%, including IDG Capital, ZhenFund, and Sequoia Capital India. 
European investment organisations comprise 17.3%, including EAS’ME and Venture Kick.

Venture Capital firms dominate in investors’ structure by type with a share of 53%.
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17.3%
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6.2%

Latin America
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17.8%
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3.2%
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15%
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Sources: Deep Knowledge Philanthropy

53%

http://www.ycombinator.com
https://www.techstars.com
https://masschallenge.org/
http://500.co
https://sosv.com/
http://en.idgcapital.com/
http://www.zhenfund.com
https://www.sequoiacap.com/india
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en
http://www.venturekick.ch
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African women 
are twice as likely 

to start a 
business than 

women 
elsewhere

22% of Africans are starting new businesses

Young

Mostly in 
services

Innovative 20% of new African entrepreneurs 
are introducing a new product or service

Top early-stage 
entrepreneurs: 

Trade, hotels 
and restaurants

Agriculture, forestry 
and fishing

Manufacturing

36 in Asia

35 in LAC

years old on 
average in Africa31

● Entrepreneurship levels in Africa are the highest in the world
● 22% of Africans are starting new businesses
● Loan providers need to increase their lending by at least $135 

billion to meet demand by Africa SMEs

Countries with Low GDP Have Low Financial Inclusion Ratio

GDP per Capita 2021

Entrepreneurship in Africa
13%

in Asia
18%

in LAC

22%
of working-age 

Africans

More people 
start a new 
business in 
Africa than in 
LAC or Asia

Sources: Deep Knowledge Philanthropy

Who are the African entrepreneurs?
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Advancing Technologies and Impact on Philanthropy

Sources: Philanthropy and the Global Economy 

There are huge opportunities for philanthropic organisations in the digital future, and they will also play an important role in managing and 
ensuring the equity of the digital transition.

Opportunities Challenges and Solutions

Digitise the donor, service user, and volunteer 
experience. 

Use data to measure impact, deepen engagement, 
and improve transparency.

Active in growing digital literacy.

A lack of awareness of new technology benefits - 
Data specialist consultancies can help implement 
strategic change.

A lack of skilled staff - Corporates can provide 
in-kind donations of time and skills.

Programmatic funding limits operational 
investments, including technology - Extend time 
horizons for impact measurements to include 
technological benefits.

https://www.privatebank.citibank.com/newcpb-media/media/documents/insights/Philanthropy-and-global-economy.pdf
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DeepTech Solves Food Loss & Waste and Insecurity

According to different estimations, between 30 and 40 percent of food produced for human consumption is lost or wasted globally. Large 
inefficiencies in the global food system along the entire food supply chain result in food going uneaten, representing significant economic, 
environmental, and social costs. Reducing food loss and waste promises significant benefits, including positive impact on food security 
worldwide. Businesses are responding to this issue by aligning their corporate vision and culture with sustainable development goals. 

Sources: Food Loss and Waste: Measurement, Drivers, and Solutions, UNEP, World Wildlife Fund

Hunger Impact:
811M people

An estimated 811M people were affected 
by hunger in 2020 and 3 billion more were 
unable to afford a healthy diet.

Water Use:
66T gallons

66T gallons of water go toward producing 
food that is lost or wasted.

Land Use:
1.7M sq miles

Climate Impact:
3.3B tons

The total area of land used to produce food 
that was lost or wasted on farms globally 
equates to nearly 1.7M square miles — an 
area larger than the Indian subcontinent.

Wasted food emits more than 3.3B tons of 
greenhouse gases — 10% of global 
greenhouse gas emissions.

The technology nonprofit Food Rescue Hero redirects food 
waste toward food insecure communities. Since its launch, 
the organisation has given more than 68 million pounds of 
food to people in need. Currently, it operates in 12 cities in 
the United States and Canada, with more than 22,000 
drivers volunteering their time.

Too Good to Go is an app for fighting food waste that gives 
shops and restaurants in many cities a platform to sell their 
surplus food at reduced prices at the end of the day. Its 
vision is to create a world where food produced is food 
consumed.

Phenix developed a zero-waste app working in 5 countries 
with 27 local branches. Phenix supports vulnerable 
communities by giving away free, unsold products to 
charities; businesses, manufacturers, and large retailers by 
coaching them on how to better manage their unsold stock 
and avoid the bin; consumers by helping them save on their 
everyday purchases.

Global Impact of Food Loss and Waste 

https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/un-calls-increased-action-international-day-awareness-food-loss-and
https://www.worldwildlife.org/initiatives/food-waste
https://www.foodrescuehero.org/
https://toogoodtogo.org/en
https://www.wearephenix.com/en/
https://www.foodrescuehero.org/
https://toogoodtogo.org/en
https://www.wearephenix.com/en/
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DeepTech Solves Global Hunger

Integrated IoT sensors collect data regarding the 
greenhouse conditions and allow farmers to 
automatically adjust to them Weather 

conditions 
monitoring

Greenhouse 
automation

Smart 
collars

Electric 
autonomous 

tractors
Drones

Smart crop-
sensors

For those who produce food such as farmers, AI can 
help to identify weather patterns and to optimise the use 
of land, leading to a sustainable agriculture. 

For those who distribute food, the intelligent use of data 
brings insights on how to best feed the population with 
the available resources, also minimising waste and 
foreseeing food shortages.

For those who consume food, AI can build on 
conversational AI to enhance a better interaction with 
those in hunger

Sources: Media Overview, Deep Knowledge Philanthropy

!

Automation 
in Smart 
Farming
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DeepTech Solves Environmental Problems

Pollution

Loss of biodiversity Deforestation

Global warming Overpopulation

Ozone layer depletion

Top Environmental Issues Facing the Earth

Waste disposal

Acid rain Public health issues

Ocean acidification

Resource conservation 
and recycling

Energy conservation and 
prevention of global 

warming

Pollution prevention

Environmental impact reduction in 
materials

Reduction in resource input

Energy conservation through products

Energy conservation through 
production

Reduction in paper use

Environmental amenity

Development of new/alternative materials

Enhancement of reuse and recyclability

Reduction in size and weight and a longer life cycle

Most efficient power-saving functions for the image forming process

Improvement of energy conversion efficiency

Improved efficiency for production processes

Creation of paperless environment through IT

Introduction of reuse/rewritable technologies to replace paper

Emission-free

Sophistication of measurement technologies

Sources: Media Overview, Deep Knowledge Philanthropy
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Venture Philanthropy Framework

Venture Philanthropy is a high-engagement and long-term approach whereby an investor for impact supports a social purpose 
organisation (SPO) to help it maximise its social impact. 

Highly-engaged investors for impact use a Venture Philanthropy approach, based on three main principles to support the SPOs:

Examples: foundation, 
social impact fund, etc.

Invest 
for impact

Social Purpose 
Organisation 

(SPO)

Examples: social 
enterprise, NGO, 

charity, etc.

Examples: minorities, people 
with disabilities, the 

environment, etc.

Final 
Beneficiaries

Adopts the Venture 
Philanthropy approach

Provides financial 
+non-financial support

Provides solution 
to a societal issue

Social (financial) return

Tailored Financing Impact Measurement & 
Management (IMM) Non-Financial Support (NFS)

Sources: EVPA, Deep Knowledge Philanthropy

The Venture 
Philanthropy Model

https://evpa.eu.com/about-us/what-is-venture-philanthropy
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Sustainable Social Impact Investment Types

Philanthropy Fully oriented to impact

Venture 
Philanthropy

Hybrid oriented: 
primarily focus on 
impact but also on 

trade

The major difference between traditional philanthropy 
and venture philanthropy lies in its goals: Venture 
philanthropy seeks measurable results; whereas, 
traditional philanthropy either has no goals or goals that 
are very hard to measure.

Venture philanthropy specifically focuses on social 
causes, while impact investing has a broader remit of 
social and environmental causes. Both generally aim for a 
financial return while having a positive impact on the 
world, but not all investments yield a financial return.

Differentiating between Traditional Charity, Venture 
Philanthropy and Impact Investing

Impact InvestingTraditional 
Charity

Venture Philanthropy

Positive financial returnNegative financial return

Low social return

High social return
Hybrid oriented: primarily 

focused on impact but 
also on trade

Sources: EVPA, Deep Knowledge Philanthropy Research

https://evpa.eu.com/about-us/what-is-venture-philanthropy


18Deep Knowledge Philanthropy

Philanthropy Trends Overview

Over the last decade, philanthropists have become more influence-oriented, seeking to set clear goals and gather evidence of influence. Cooperation 
has grown - and the growth of public-private partnerships is seen. Under the influence of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), 
people are focusing more on issues than on the ground, and an increase in big-ticket-donors is observed.  At the same time, philanthropy is becoming 
more accessible to the general public and growing interest in climate change and biodiversity.

Sources: Media Overview, Deep Knowledge Philanthropy
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Philanthropy Trends: Climate Change

Philanthropists are spending more than ever to mitigate the effects of climate change, but accelerated donations are still far from what is needed to 
address the "massive" problems they pose to the world's people. Importantly, there is a wide range of climate solutions that are ready for rapid growth 
through investment, including charity. From vehicle electrification to forest protection, clean energy and other initiatives, charity can support solutions 
that have been shown to work. As more and more funders enter this space, highlighting the gap between current funding levels and what is needed to 
maintain effective climate action can lead to targeted charitable contributions to close these gaps.

Total 
Philanthropic 

Giving

$750B

Source: Climateworks Global Intelligence
Notes: ¹As of 2020 

<2%

Climate Change 
Mitigation — $6B-$10B

Total Climate 
Foundation 

Giving

Total 
Individual 

Giving

~$1.9B

$4B-$8B

Global Philanthropic Giving on Climate Change Mitigation¹

https://www.climateworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/CWF_Funding_Trends_2021.pdf
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Donating MoneyHelping a Stranger Volunteering

Drivers for Philanthropy

Sources: Philanthropy and the Global Economy 
Notes: ¹As of 2020

Number of People Donating Money, 
Time or Helping Strangers

Three-Quarters of 
Donations Globally are in 
Time Volunteered¹

The Majority of Cash 
Donated Comes from 
Individuals¹

76%

24%

67%

28%

Individuals

5%

Time Money Foundations

Corporations

Source: Charities Aid Foundation

The number of people donating money or volunteering around the 
world has been relatively stable over the last 20 years. In addition, 
over the last decade, an increase in aid to strangers has been seen, 
especially during the pandemic, which indicates that the mood for 
charity could grow.

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

50%

55%

60%

2009
2010

2011
2012

2013
2014

2015
2016

2017
2018

2019
2020

https://www.privatebank.citibank.com/newcpb-media/media/documents/insights/Philanthropy-and-global-economy.pdf
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Charities in Africa Dashboard

Charities in Africa Dashboard highlights the state of charitable sphere in Africa. The dashboard includes the map divided into the districts 
and indicates such key data as:

Deep Knowledge Analytics is building a sophisticated cloud engine for advanced analytics in healthcare and philanthropy in Africa. 

The range of parameters will depends on the objective and further product development.
To learn more: platform.dkv.global/dashboards/africa-charities-dashboard-operation

Population Density Hunger Insecurity IDPs
Clean Water, 

Sanitation and 
Hygiene

Sanitation

Sources: Deep Knowledge Philanthropy

Main Features of the Platform:
● General state of the country / districts analysis
● Identification of critical challenges
● List of charities operating in the country
● Key financial indicators of charities
● List of African charitable programs

Value Proposition:
● Platform shows the full landscape of philanthropic industry 

in Africa
● Up-to-date  information regarding the country could be 

provided to interested parties
● Platform could be shaped to meet specific needs

https://platform.dkv.global/dashboards/africa-charities-dashboard-operation
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Charities in Africa Dashboard’s Statistics

217
Charities

1,300+
Programmes

65,000+
Parameters

35
Categories

~$900B+
Value of Support

Sources: Deep Knowledge Philanthropy
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Charities Operated in Africa

Charity Board Leadership

Mission Revenue

Charities in Africa Dashboard includes a comprehensive 
overview of more than 200 charities in the country. The 
overview combines both qualitative and quantitative 
indicators to provide the customer with the up-to-date 
information regarding the most demanded charities in Africa.

Expenditure Net Assets

Grants Administrative Expenses

Parameters

Sources: Deep Knowledge Philanthropy



Our proposal is more than a charity offer – it is an investment opportunity.

Venture Philanthropy Is the Most Profitable Long-Term Investment.

Billion-Euro
Impact

Billion-Euro
Brand

Million-Euro 
Investment

Join us and your 
million-euro 
contribution will result 
in a billion-euro return 
in global social 
impact and 
international personal 
brand development.



Deep Knowledge Philanthropy Disclaimer

The information and opinions in this report were prepared by Deep Knowledge Philanthropy. The information herein is believed by Deep Knowledge Philanthropy to be reliable but Deep Knowledge 
Philanthropy makes no representation as to the accuracy or completeness of such information. There is no guarantee that the views and opinions expressed in this communication will come to 
pass. Deep Knowledge Philanthropy may provide, may have provided or may seek to provide advisory services to one or more companies mentioned herein. In addition, employees of Deep 
Knowledge Philanthropy may have purchased or may purchase securities in one or more companies mentioned in this report. Opinions, estimates and analyses in this report constitute the 
current judgment of the author as of the date of this report. They do not necessarily reflect the opinions of Deep Knowledge Philanthropy and are subject to change without notice. Deep 
Knowledge Philanthropy has no obligation to update, modify or amend this report or to otherwise notify a reader thereof in the event that any matter stated herein, or any opinion, estimate, 
forecast, or analysis set forth herein, changes or subsequently becomes inaccurate. This report is provided for informational purposes only. It is not to be construed as an offer to buy or sell or a 
solicitation of an offer to buy or sell any financial instruments or to participate in any particular trading strategy in any jurisdiction.

E-mail: info@deep-knowledge.org Website: www.deep-knowledge.org

Link to the Report: 
www.deep-knowledge.org/philanthropy-ecosystem-in-developing-world-q2-2022 
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http://www.deep-knowledge.org
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